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Twelve-year-old Adora Svitak speaking from the TED stage. (TED)

When Adora Svitak was twelve-years-old she spoke on the TED stage,
saying she hates the world "childish" if it's being used to describe irrational
demands or irresponsible behavior. She said she sees enough of that in the
adult world to know it's not the exclusive domain of children. In fact, she
made the point that adults could learn a thing or two if they'd only open
their minds to the possibility that kids have a lot to offer the world.

"We kids still dream about perfection and that's a good thing because in
order to make anything a reality you have to dream about it first," Svitak said
in a 2010 TED talk. "I think that adults should start learning from kids."

Even as a kid, Svitak often spoke to educators, making the point that
learning in schools should be more of a reciprocal relationship between
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teachers and students.

"It shouldn't just be teachers at the head of the classroom telling them do
this, do that. The students should teach their teachers. Learning between
grown ups and kids should be reciprocal," she said.

But she wasn't naive; she knew that isn't how many classrooms and schools
operate. Her theory is that it's all about trust. Adults always seem to have a
restrictive attitude towards kids.

"Although adults may not be quite at the level of totalitarian regimes, kids
have no or very little say in making the rules," Svitak joked. "When really the
attitude should be reciprocal. Adults often underestimate kids abilities. Now
we love a challenge, but when expectations are low, trust me, we will sink to
them."

As a young child, Svitak loved to write. When her mom gave her a computer
she wrote over 300 short stories on it. And she wanted to get published, a
dream that her parents luckily supported. Even though she was turned
down by many publishers, eventually she did have a book of short stories
published. She was only seven-years-old.

After that first success, Svitak has gone on to do more impressive things,
something she wishes more kids had the support to do. She says it's
important for kids to be heard and contribute when they're young so they
grow up to become a better kind of adult.

"The goal is not to turn kids into your kind of adults, but rather better adults
than you guys have been. The way progress happens is because new
generations and new eras grow and develop and become better than the
previous ones. It's the reason we aren't in the Dark Ages anymore," she
said.

Check out Adora Svitak's funny and charming TED talk from 2010.

https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/41924/how-to-design-a-classroom-built-on-inquiry-openness-and-trust
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/190273.Flying_Fingers
http://adorasv.blogspot.com/


Want to stay in touch?

Subscribe to receive weekly updates of MindShift stories every Sunday.
You'll also receive a carefully curated list of content from teacher-trusted
sources.


